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tising policy. The advertiser then 
may go to a competitive station 
in the same town, which has no 
compunctions about the quality of 
the product, and place it. 

Bars Dubious Products 

SUCH activity, which is wide- 
spread in both radio and periodi- 
cals is branded as a form of un- 
fair competition. Under the new 
law however, the product itself 
would be debarred, and the less 
scrupulous competitor would be 
prevented from accepting the ac- 
count. 

Broadening of the terms of the 
act to include cosmetics as well 
as foods and drugs is most signifi- 
cant. When the present law was 
enacted 27 years ago, cosmetics 
were virtually unknown. Now they 
are responsible for what has been 
called virtually a "billion dollar in- 
dustry" -that advertises very ex- 
tensively. Some such concoctions, 
particularly hair removers, are 
known to be injurious to health and 
even dangerous, yet the depart- 
ment can do nothing about check- 
ing their sale under the present 
law. 

In the administration of the new 
law, once it becomes effective, it is 
likely that manufacturers of well - 
known food, drug and cosmetic 
products, will be forced to change 
their formulae and perhaps the 
character of their advertising. But 
it is not thought that the products 
will be forced off the market, nor 
their advertising eliminated. 

Cooperation Pledged 

WS TO THE administration of the 
act, many large companies, through 
their trade associations, already 
have pledged their cooperation in 
conferences with Assistant Secre- 
tary of Agriculture Tugwell and 
Walter G. Campbell, chief of the 
Food and Drug Administration. 
The "self- regulation" method is 
being emphasized, with the pre- 
vailing view that of bringing in 
Uncle Sam only when recalcitrant 
parties fail to abide by the edicts 
of their trade associations, after 
a "reasonable" period of time. 

In 27 years of experience under 
the present law, the government 
has found that enforcement by 
educational means rather than pu- 
nitive action has been about 85 
per cent successful. In other 
words, only about 15 per cent of 
all cases ever have arrived at the 
prosecution stage and resulted in 
the seizure of the product involved. 

Protection to Public 

THE PROPOSED new law would 
give a higher degree of protection 
to the public in their purchase of 
these commodities. Tobacco and 
tobacco products are not subject 
to the regulation under the bill as 
drafted. 

In one quarter, the view was ex- 
pressed that the legislation will re- 
dound to the benefit of the public 
and advertising medium alike in 
the long run. In the case of ra- 
dio, for example, a listener who 
has been "gypped" on a product 
advertised over the station, or who 
has suffered injury or knows of 
someone who has suffered from the 
use of a dangerous product, im- 

mediately connects up the station 
over which he learned of the prod- 
uct with the product itself. It 
brands that station with an ill -will 
that can never be redeemed. 

Features of Bill 

HIGH SPOTS of the b;ll, as de- 
fined by Secretary Wallace in a 
formal statement, are as follows: 

(1) The prevention of false adver- 
tising. The need for the control of 
serious abuses in this field is generally 
recognized. 

(2) The inclusion of cosmetics. 
Serious injuries have occurred through 
the sale and use of cosmeic products 
of a character harmful to the user. 
The practice of deceptive labeling and 
advertising of such products should be 
regulated. 

(3) The establishment of tolerances 
for added poisons in foods. A com- 
plete elimination of all poisonous sub- 
stances from foods may be impossible. 
Where the presence of poisons is un- 
avoidable, their amounts should be 
kept so low that by no possibility will 
the food be harmful to health. The 
present law contains no provision 
authorizing the establishment of toler- 
ances for poisons, but imposes upon 
the Government the obligation of 
showing affirmatively in every case 
that a food containing poisonous sub- 
stances may be harmful to health in- 
dependent of similar adulterations 
prevailing extensively in other foods. 

(4) Authority for the Secretary, 
after notice and hearing, to promul- 
gate definitions and standards for 
foods which will have the force and 
effect of law. Under the present law 
such authority extends to the field of 
canned foods only. Legal food stand- 
ards like those now existing for offi- 
cial drug products are essential for 
efficient enforcement operations. 

(5) Power to require manufac- 
turers to procure in certain cases Fed- 
eral permits. This method of regula- 
tion will be invoked in those instances 
only where a 'menace to health is in- 
volved and where adequate protection 
to the public cannot be effected 
through the other provisions of the 
bill. 

(6) The control of drug products 
on the basis of therapeutic claims 
which are contrary to the general 
agreement of medical opinion. This 
removes the burden imposed by the 
present law of proving not only that 
such statements are false but that 
they were made with fraudulent in- 
tent on the part of the manufacturer. 
This has seriously handicapped the 
department in the extension of ade- 
quate protection to the public in the 
purchase of drugs labeled as treat- 
ments for various diseases. 

(7) Requirement of informative 
labels. With one or two minor ex- 
ceptions the present food and drugs 
act contains no positive labeling re- 
quirement. It merely prohibits false 
or misleading statements and these 
prohibitions are to some extent mini- 
mized by excepting provisos. A dis- 
closure on the label of sufficient facts 
to enable intelligent and discriminat- 
ing buying will operate unquestion- 
ably to the advantage of the consumer. 

Gets Special Increase 
WORC -WEPS, Worcester, Mass., 
was authorized by the Radio Com- 
mission June 9 to install a 3 -ele- 
ment directional antenna and to 
change frequency from 1,200 to 
1,280 kc. with an increase in power 
from 100 to 500 watts, experimen- 
tally. The grant was made with 
the proviso that it will be termi- 
nated if interference results to sta- 
tions on the same or adjacent fre- 
quencies. 

Nino Martini is Awarded 
Fifth CBS Radio Medal 
FIFTH of those awarded the CBS 
medal "for distinguished contribu- 
tion to the radio art" is Nino 
Martini, young Italian tenor who 
won such fame on the radio that 
he has been signed by the Metro- 
politan Opera. He was presented 
the medal by Henry A. Bellows, 
CBS vice president, at a party 
aboard the S. S. Conte di Savoia 
June 13. The medal was first 
awarded in 1929 to Sir John Reith, 
director general of the BBC, and 
subsequently to Col. Charles A. 
Lindbergh, Leopold Stokowski and 
Amelia Earhart Putnam. Martini 
in less than a year after his first 
appearance on the radio became 
one of its outstanding voices. 

Insurance Edict 
INSURANCE companies not li- 
censed to do business in Pennsyl- 
vania are prohibited from adver- 
tising by radio, or otherwise, un- 
der a bill passed by the legislature 
and signed by Governor Pinchot 
May 24. Insurance advertising 
over the air must be contingent 
upon the procurement of a certifi- 
cate by the station showing that 
the advertiser is licensed to do 
business in the state. 

REP. RAMSPECK, (D.), Georgia, 
has been named chairman of the 
subcommittee on radio of the 
House Committee on Merchant 
Marine, Radio and Fisheries, suc- 
ceeding the late Rep. Briggs, (D.), 
Texas. 

March and April 

UP at KOIL 
Up over 1932 records went time used 

and billed during March and April 
of this year at KOIL. 

Most of this increase was made to 

regular KOIL broadcasters who know 

that this station gets results. 

If you want to reach Omaha and its 

rich retail trade territory -use KOIL 

with its 63% listener preference. 
Write for full details. 

Affiliated with NBC's Blue Network 

THE TEST STATION 
"Voice of Barnsdall- 

the World's First Refiner" 
COMMERCIAL DEPT., OMAHA, NEB 

Keep Step in Pittsburgh 
With WCAE's Progress 

New Transmitter Site 

1,240,000 Population Within Radius of Ten Miles. 

"The evidence." said R. H. Hyde, examiner, in approving 
WCAE's application to move the transmitter, "indicates that 
the proposed move would be a constructive step. The new lo- 
cation offers advantages that should result in a more uniform 
field intensity over the natural service area of the station." 

W C A E, INCORPORATED 
1220 KILOCYCLES 1000 WATTS 
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